Symposium
“Persons” and “things” in the Digitalised World
— The Private Law of Cybernetic Avatars” in 2050
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Background

As the digital economy develops, it has been suggested that people will spend more and more time
in the virtual world. Immersive technology will enable people to experience the virtual world just as
they experience the real world. Such developments may require reconsidering the fundamental
concepts of the private law, namely “persons” and “things”. For example, one may ponder if an
avatar in the metaverse is a property, a Person, an independent legal person or none of the foregoing
but something altogether new. One might also question when and to what extent a virtual “thing”
should be legally recognised as property, and if so, in what sense? Some of these questions have
already been considered in a global forum, such as Unidroit in its work on “digital assets and private
law.” However, many issues remain to be discussed, and the approach could differ depending on the

underlying structure of each jurisdiction’s legal system.

" “Cybernetic Avatar” is a concept that includes not only remote avatars using robots and 3D images as proxies
but also augmentations of physical/cognitive abilities of humans using ICT and robotics. It aims to allow for
free action within the cyber-physical environment of Society 5.0. CAs may have various functions and forms
that aim to remove the natural limitations of the body, brain, space, and time.

(https:/ /www.jst.co.ip/pr/announce/20221021 /index e.html)



https://www.jst.go.jp/pr/announce/20221021/index_e.html

General moderator: Prof. Megumi HARA, Professor at Chuo University
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13:00 Opening remark
13:05 Keynote Speech
| Forward looking from the watchtower: some reflections
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