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Opening of the session  

 

1.  The 68th session of the General Assembly was held at the headquarters of UNIDROIT on 22 

June 2011 and was attended by the diplomatic representatives in Italy of 34 member States (cf. 

the list of participants in Appendix I).  

2.  The President of the Institute, Mr Alberto Mazzoni, welcomed the delegates to the Assembly 

meeting, which was chaired by H.E. Ms Thenjiwe E. Mtintso, Ambassador of the Republic of South 

Africa in Italy, and Chairperson of the General Assembly for the period 2010-2011. 

Item No. 1 on the Agenda – Adoption of the Agenda (A.G. (68) 1) 

3. The draft agenda was adopted as proposed (cf. Appendix II). 

Item No. 2 on the Agenda – Report on the 90th session of the Governing Council and 

outlook for 2011 (C.D. (90) Misc 3) 

4.  The Secretary-General, Mr Estrella Faria, referred to the Summary of the conclusions of the 

90th session of the Governing Council (C.D. (90) Misc 3). He noted in particular the deliberations of 

the Governing Council concerning the updating of the Organisation’s strategic objectives, and the 

request addressed to the Secretariat to prepare a revised version of the Strategic Plan, taking into 

account the Council’s deliberations. 

5.  The General Assembly concurred with the Governing Council in stressing the desirability of 

involving all member States in the monitoring of the progress made in the implementation of the 

Work Programme. The General Assembly welcomed the decision taken by the Council to make 

systematic use of the authority given to it by Article 16 of the UNIDROIT Regulations to request 

representatives of member Governments that have no nationals sitting on the Council to attend its 

meetings in a consultative capacity. 
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Item No. 3 on the Agenda – Progress in the implementation of the Work Programme of 

the Organisation (2011-2013) (A.G. (67) 9 Rev.) 

 

6.  The Secretary-General presented the Governing Council’s recommendations in respect of the 

Work Programme and the progress made by the Secretariat in implementing them. 

7.  The Assembly was informed, in particular, that the Council had agreed to authorise the 

Secretariat to transmit the text of the revised preliminary draft Protocol to the Cape Town 

Convention on Matters specific to Space Assets established at the fifth session of the Committee of 

governmental experts, as a draft Protocol, to a diplomatic Conference (lasting a full two weeks) for 

adoption, in the first quarter of 2012, at a venue to be settled upon by the Council, in the light of 

the latest information available to it. 

8.  The Secretary-General also informed the Assembly the Council had adopted, by acclamation, 

the third edition of the Principles (to be known as “UNIDROIT Principles 2010”) and had authorised 

its publication and promotion world-wide.  

9.  The Assembly was informed of the request addressed by the Council to the President of 

UNIDROIT to proceed with convening a follow-up committee in accordance with Article 20 of the 

UNIDROIT Convention on Stolen or Illegally Exported Cultural Objects. 

10. The Secretary-General informed the Assembly of the steps and procedure envisaged by the 

Secretariat with a view to carrying out the various activities under the Work Programme of the 

Organisation, in particular of the progress recorded by the Secretariat in connection with the 

preparation of principles and rules on the netting of financial instruments, and the planned 

consultations on rules and principles to enhance securities trading in emerging markets, private law 

and agriculture, liability in connection with GNSS services and a possible fourth Protocol to the 

Cape Town Convention on agricultural, construction and mining equipment.  

Item No. 4 on the Agenda – Classification of member States in the UNIDROIT contributions 

chart (F.C. (69) 3) 

11. The Assembly was informed that, at its 69th session (Rome, 24 February 2011), the Finance 

Committee, had reviewed the classification of each member State in the contributions chart of the 

Organisation, as had been requested by the General Assembly at its 67th session (Rome, 1 

December 2010). 

12. The Assembly was informed that the current methodology for the classification of member 

States in the UNIDROIT contributions chart in accordance with Article 16, paragraph 3, of the 

UNIDROIT Statute, was the result of a decision taken by the General Assembly of UNIDROIT at its 52nd 

session (Rome, 27 November 1998), when the Assembly resolved to adopt a classification 

methodology proposed by the Secretariat and approved by the Finance Committee at its 51st 

session (Rome, 6 October 1998). According to that decision, member States of UNIDROIT were 

currently classified in eight categories plus a special category, each corresponding to a specific 

range of contributions payable by those States to the United Nations budget. 

13. The Assembly was further informed that the Finance Committee, in the light of the current 

scale of assessments of the United Nations, which was adopted by Resolution No. A/RES/64/248 of 

23 December 2009, had established that fourteen member States of UNIDROIT should be placed in a 

category higher than the category in which they were currently classified. Those States had been 

informed accordingly and requested to submit their comments or alternative proposals by 20 June 

2011. 
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14. The Assembly was also informed that the Finance Committee would submit its proposal for 

the revision to the contributions chart for adoption by the General Assembly, in accordance with 

Article 16 of the Statute at its 69th session, to be held later in 2011. The relevant resolution of the 

General Assembly required the approval of a majority of two-thirds of the members present and 

voting. States that were not in a position to accept the reclassification would have an opportunity 

to propose alternative solutions to the General Assembly, for example the postponement of the 

reclassification by one year or a temporary classification at an intermediate level.  

Item No. 5 on the Agenda –Date of the 69th session of the General Assembly  

 (A.G. (68) 1) 

15. The Assembly decided to hold its 69th session on 1 December 2011. 

Item No. 6 on the Agenda – Any other business 

16. The President of the General Assembly expressed her concern at the slow pace of payment 

of assessed contributions for the current financial year, as well as at the growing level of arrears 

that had been accumulated by various States. While expressing her understanding for the financial 

constraints faced by countries, she invited all member States to make all possible efforts to settle 

their financial obligations promptly and fully. 
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APPENDIX  

 

LIST OF PARTICIPANTS / LISTE DES PARTICIPANTS 

 

 

 

ARGENTINA /ARGENTINE Mr Marcelo Adrian MASSONI 

Counsellor 

Embassy of Argentina in Italy 

 

AUSTRALIA / AUSTRALIE Mr Toshi KAWAGUCHI 

Second Secretary 

Embassy of Australia in Italy 

 

AUSTRIA / AUTRICHE Ms Katharina WIESER 

Minister 

Embassy of Austria in Italy 

 

BELGIUM / BELGIQUE Mme Isabelle MANGELINCKX 

Consul 

Ambassade de Belgique en Italie 

 

BULGARIA / BULGARIE Mr Vassil PETKOV 

Minister Plenipotentiary 

Deputy Head of Mission 

Embassy of the Republic of Bulgaria in Italy 

 

CHILE / CHILI Mr Rodrigo GUZMAN 

First Secretary 

Embassy of Chile in Italy 

 

CHINA / CHINE Mr WU Cong 

Attaché - Economic and Commercial Counsellor's Office 

Embassy of the People’s Republic of China in 

Italy 

 

COLOMBIA / COLOMBIE Ms Beatriz CALVO VILLEGAS 

Counsellor 

Embassy of Colombia in Italy 

 

Ms Maria Victoria SALCEDO 

Counsellor 

Embassy of Colombia in Italy 

 

CYPRUS / CHYPRE Mr Iacovos GIRAGOSIAN 

Counsellor 

Embassy of the Republic of Cyprus in Italy 

 

CZECH REPUBLIC / REPUBLIQUE TCHEQUE Mr Milan TOUŠ 

Second Secretary 

Embassy of the Czech Republic in Italy 
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DENMARK / DANEMARK Ms Ane Sofie THYBO 

Intern - Office of Political and 

Economic Affairs 

Embassy of Denmark in Italy 

 

EGYPT / EGYPTE Mr Emad Magdy HANNA KAMEL 

First Secretary 

Embassy of the Arab Republic of Egypt in Italy 

 

FRANCE Mme Françoise TRAVAILLOT 

Magistrat de liaison 

Ambassade de France en Italie 

 

M. Lorenzo FOCARDI 

Stagiaire auprès du Magistrat de liaison 

Ambassade de France en Italie 

 

GERMANY / ALLEMAGNE Ms Simone MAASSEN-KRUPKE 

Head of Legal and Consular Office 

Embassy of Germany in Italy 

 

GREECE / GRECE Ms Christina KARAGIORGA 

Counsellor 

Embassy of Greece in Italy 

 

HUNGARY / HONGRIE Ms Petra KOVÁCS 

Third Secretary 

Embassy of Hungary in Italy 

 

IRELAND / IRLANDE Ms Dearbhla DOYLE 

Deputy Head of Mission 

Embassy of Ireland in Italy 

 

 

JAPAN / JAPON 

Ms Satoko MASUTANI KOIKE 

Third Secretary 

Embassy of Japan in Italy 

 

LUXEMBOURG S.E. M. Jean-Louis WOLZFELD 

Ambassadeur 

Ambassade du Luxembourg en Italie 

 

MEXICO / MEXIQUE Mr Diego SIMANCAS 

Second Secretary 

Embassy of Mexico in Italy 

 

Ms Claudia Cecile de MAULEÓN 

Adviser 

Embassy of Mexico in Italy 

 

NORWAY / NORVEGE Mr Richard Nygaard SCARBOROUGH 

First Secretary 

Embassy of Norway in Italy 
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PAKISTAN Mr Rahim H. QURESHI 

Counsellor 

Embassy of the Islamic Republic of Pakistan in  

Italy 

 

POLAND / POLOGNE Ms Katarzyna SKRZEK 

Specialist in the Legal Office 

Ministry of Economy 

 

Ms Joanna HERCZYNSKA 

First Secretary 

Embassy of Poland in Italy 

 

PORTUGAL Mr Nuno de MELLO BELLO 

Minister Counsellor 

Embassy of Portugal in Italy 

 

ROMANIA / ROUMANIE Ms Alina CATANA 

Third Secretary 

Embassy of Romania in Italy 

 

RUSSIAN FEDERATION /  

FEDERATION DE RUSSIE 

 

Mr Alexey FILIPPOV  

Counsellor 

Legal Department 

Ministry of Economic Development 

Moscow 

 

Mr Valery FEDCHUK 

Legal Adviser 

Trade Representation of the 

Russian Federation in Italy 

Rome 

 

SAUDI ARABIA / ARABIE SAOUDITE Mr Mohammed A.M. AL SHMMARI 

Director of Legal Affairs 

Ministry of Foreign Affairs 

 

SLOVENIA / SLOVENIE Ms Romana BERNIK 

Head of Civil Law Unit 

International Cooperation Division 

Ministry of Justice 

 

SOUTH AFRICA / AFRIQUE DU SUD H.E. Mr Thenjiwe MTINTSO 

Ambassador 

Embassy of South Africa in Italy 

Chairperson of the General Assembly/ Présidente de  

l’Assemblée Générale 

 

Mr Marc JURGENS 

Counsellor 

Embassy of South Africa in Italy 
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SWITZERLAND / SUISSE M. Tiziano BALMELLI 

Conseiller (Affaires juridiques et politiques) 

Ambassade de Suisse en Italie 

 

TUNISIA / TUNISIE Mme Hazar SASSI 

Conseiller chargé des Relations avec les 

Organisations Internationales à Rome 

Ambassade de Tunisie en Italie 

 

TURKEY / TURQUIE 

 

 

Ms Makbule KOÇAK 

Legal Counsellor 

Embassy of Turkey in Italy 

 

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA /  

ETATS-UNIS D’AMERIQUE  

Mr Keith Lee HEFFERN 

Political / Management Officer 

Alternate Permanent Representative 

United States Mission to the United Nations 

Agencies for Food and Agriculture in Rome 

 

URUGUAY Mr Carlos BENTANCOUR 

Minister Counsellor 

Embassy of Uruguay in Italy 

 

VENEZUELA 

 

Mr Manuel CLAROS 

Second Secretary 

Permanent Representation of the Bolivarian 

Republic of Venezuela to FAO  

 

 

 

UNIDROIT 

 

Mr José Angelo ESTRELLA FARIA, Secretary-General / Secrétaire-Général 

Mr Martin STANFORD, Deputy Secretary-General / Secrétaire Général adjoint 
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APPENDIX II 

 

 

 

 

 

AGENDA 

 

 

 

 

1. Adoption of the agenda  

2. Report on the 90th session of the Governing Council (Rome, 9-11 May 2011) and 

 outlook for 2011 

3. Progress in the implementation of the Work Programme of the Organisation (2011-

 2013), as approved by the General Assembly (A.G. (67) 9 Rev.) 

4. Classification of member States in the UNIDROIT Contributions Chart 

5.  Date of the 69th session of the General Assembly 

6. Any other business 


